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Mysore army which was on its way from Seringapatam.
A junction was effected on February 6th, 1752, after
two affairs with the enemy, in one of which the English
were worsted; and shortly afterwards a small force
arrived from Tanjore. Captain Gingen, who commanded
at Trichinopoly, was without ability and without enter-
prise y and the fatal spirit of division amongst the
officers, to which we have already alluded, had lowered
them in the estimation of the native princes. Towards
the end of March the situation had become serious, and
the safety of the town depended upon Lawrence's rapid
advance. Dapleix, kept well informed of the move-
ments of the English, was fully alive to the gravity of
the crisis, and knew that if he could only crush the
relieving column Trichinopoly would fall, and French
influence be firmly re-established. He had repeatedly
pressed M. Law to storm the town while Olive was at
Arcotj and now he sent forward every soldier he could
spare, and ordered him to mass his troops and attack
Lawrence while on the march. Law decided to wait until
the English column reached the vicinity of Trichinopoly,
but when the time for action came he was so morbidly
anxious for the safety of his camp and his communica-
tions that he divided his force instead of massing it,
and lost his opportunity.
Lawrence marched from Fort St. David on March 28th,
and on April 7th arrived within eighteen miles of Trichino-
poly. The next day he passed within range of the guns of
Koiladi fort, and on the 9th he completely outmanoeuvred
Law and entered the town with his convoy. On this last
occasion Clive distinguished himself by seizing a large
stone building on the plain3 and holding the French in